His Majesty having observed to him that he supposed he must have read a great deal; Johnson answered, that he thought more than he read; that he had read a great deal in the early part of his life, but having fallen into ill health, he had not been able to read much, compared with others: for instance, he said he had not read much, compared with Dr. Warburton. Upon which the King said, that he heard Dr. Warburton was a man of such general knowledge, that you could scarce talk with him on any subject on which he was not qualified to speak; and that Jiis learning resembled Garrick's acting, in its universality.1 His Majesty then talked of the controversy between Warburton and Lowth, which he seemed to have read, and asked Johnson what he thought of it. Johnson answered " War-burton has most general, most scholastic learning; Lowth is the more correct scholar. I do not know which of them calls names best." The King! was pleased to say he was of the same opinion ; adding, ?' You do not think then, Dr. Johnson, that there was much argument in the case." Johnson paid, he did not think there was. "Why truly, (said the King,) when once it comes to calling names, argument is pretty well at an end."
His Majesty then asked him what he thought
1 The Reverend Mr. Strahan clearly recollects having been told by Johnaon, that the King observed that Pope made Warburton a Bishop. "True, Sir, (said Johnson,) but Warburton did more for Pope; he made hjm a Christian:" alluding no doubt, to his Ingenious comment! on the "Essay on Man."